
   WMGS 
 Newsletter 
  Summer 2009 
 

WMGS Program Schedule 
 

The following programs will be held in the Grand Rapids 
Public Library in the Ryerson Auditorium. Meetings begin 
at 1:30 pm, starting with WMGS business and followed by 
the speaker. Admission is free and everyone is welcome! 
Parking is free at the Library on Saturdays. Remember to 
have your parking ticket stamped inside the Library. 
Refreshments are served after the speaker’s presentation. 
Books and supplies may be purchased from the Sales Table 
before and after the programs.  
 

June 13, 2009 
 

Finding Family with DNA 
Dick Hill began his research for his birth parents in 1981. 
Learning the identity of his birth mother took less than a 
year. But the search for his birth father spanned 25 years 
and required three different types of DNA testing. Dick will 
tell us about his search and show us how DNA testing can 
supplement our genealogical research. 
 

No meetings in July and August 
 
 

September 12, 2009 
 

Putting it all Together 
Jim Jackson will lead us through his research on Laura 
Ingalls and Almonzo Wilder through their travels ‘Out 
West.’ He will show us the many records that were 
generated, how he found them and how he used them. 
 

 

 

WMGS Mini-Classes 
 

Mini-Classes are held in the Grand Rapids Public 
Library’s 4th floor Conference Room from 12:30 to 1:15 
pm. Mini-classes focus on how to locate and use 
specific resources at the GRPL. Admission is free. 

 
June 13, 2009 

Shirley De Boer designed a census chart that has been 
useful not only to her, but to many who have attended 
her classes. Some will remember this visual aid as the 
“census analysis sheet.” Shirley will show us how to 
use this chart and how she has made it even more 
efficient. 
 

 
Next GRPL Lock-In 

June 19th at 5:30 to 10:00 p.m. 
GRPL, 4th floor 

 
Come to the Local History and Special Collections 
Department for a free after-hours program just for 
genealogists! Learn how to use the microfilm 
reader/scanner/printer, save images, and take 
advantage of free copying and printing during the 
event. Use the time to search databases - we will have 
plenty of computers available or bring your own laptop 
and use the Library's WiFi network. Registration is 
required. Go to http://www.grpl.org/itrain and click 
on the blue “5:30 p.m. – 10:00p.m.” text to register. 
 

Newsletter 

Family History Writer’s Workshop 
June 16, July 21 and August 18  at 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

Dominican Center, 2025 Fulton St East 
The writer’s workshops are designed to help and support each other’s desire to write about our families. Everyone is 
welcome. We informally discuss questions relevant to each person’s work, provide helpful, non-judgmental feedback on 
writer’s current projects and have fun learning about each other and our research. The workshops are held at the 
Dominican Center on the corner of East Fulton and Lakeside Drive. Please call Sister Michael Ellen Carling at (616) 643-
0206 (home) or (616) 643-0225 (office) if you wish to attend. You may park in the Dominican Center parking lot on 
Lakeside Drive. Use the main entrance under the large portico and go up the steps. The receptionist will direct you to the 
room. 

 



 
WMGS Needs YOUR Help 

 
WMGS needs volunteers to index death notices, engagements, wedding and anniversary announcements from the 1900 to 
1909 Grand Rapids newspapers. We are currently working on the 1907 newspapers. The indexing is done in the GRPL, 4th 
floor. You can learn how to get started every Tuesday between 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Ask the 4th floor librarian to introduce 
you Bill Simmons or Wanda Schottler. After that, you can work on the project any time during normal library hours. 
 
 

 

Great Lakes Events 
 

June 14, 2009 
 

Legend Seekers Airs on WGVU-TV 
Legend Seekers is the first U.S. TV series dedicated to the 
genealogy of everyday ordinary people...like you! The show 
authenticates, discovers and reenacts these legends. The 
Legend of the Lively Massacre episode highlights the family 
legend of Southern Illinois resident, Pam Frazer. They help 
trace Pam's direct connection to the area’s first white settlers to 
arrive in 1813. The search also uncovers a handwritten letter to 
William Clark (of Lewis & Clark fame) mentioning Pam's 
ancestors, and the Lively's 200 year old graves. Legend Seekers 
will air June 14 at 10:30 pm and June 16 at 1:30 am. 
 

June 18-20, 2009 
 

Palatines to America German Genealogy Society 
2009 National Conference 

The Palatines to America German Genealogy Society will hold 
their 2009 National Conference at the Allen County Public 
Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Their featured speaker is 
Annette Burgert with four presentations on the basics for 
research of colonial German/Swiss ancestry, immigration and 
European villages of origin. There will be additional 
workshops and time for independent research with help 
available from PalAm consultants and ACPL staff experts. For 
more information and registration visit 
www.palamnationalconference.org/registration/ 

 
June 23, 2009 

The Many Faces of Family & 
Local History Research 

The Historical Association of South Haven is pleased to host a 
lecture at 7 pm by Toni Benson entitled "The Many Faces of 
Family & Local History Research." Open to the public. Seating 
is limited, sign-up is suggested. For more information please 
call (269) 637-6424. 
 

July 17-18, 2009 
 

Abrams Genealogy Seminar 
Register now for the Abrams Genealogy Seminar at the Library 
of Michigan. This seminar will feature keynote speaker 
Stephen Morse who is the genealogist who created the One-
Step WebPages (http://stevemorse.org/). The seminar will 
feature several tracks. One track will feature the resources 
available in the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection at the 
Library of Michigan. Another track will feature genealogical 
and historical collections at selected libraries and archives from 
across the state. For information about the schedule, cost, class 
descriptions and registration form click on the seminar link at 
http://www.miegs.org/  

August 8, 2009 
 

African-American Genealogical Research 
National Archives-Great Lakes Region, 10:00 -11:30 a.m. Tony 
Burroughs will present a program on African-American family 
history research. Mr. Burroughs will address the special 
challenges presented to those researching African-Americans. 
Information on finding Federal records relating to African-
Americans will be discussed.  LIMITED SEATING. To reserve 
a space for this workshop, please call 773-948-9001 or email 
chicago.archives@nara.gov with the names, phone number, 
and (if possible) email addresses for all attendees. The cost is 
$10.00 per person. 
 

Summer 2009 
Summer Day Camps at the 

Michigan Historical Museum 
Now in its tenth season, Summer Sizzles day camp brings 
Michigan history to life for children aged 6 through 12. The 
camps range from a single half day session to a week of five 
half day sessions . Class information, fees and registration 
information can be found by going to www.michigan.gov/hal 
and clicking on the purple HAL Special Attractions button, 
then the Find More Events link, and you will find the link at 
the bottom of the page. 
 

October 6-7, 2009 
 

WMGS Fall Bus Trip to Ft. Wayne 
Get ready for another bus trip to the Allen County Library in 
Ft. Wayne. Additional information will be published in the Fall 
Newsletter and at wmgs.org. 

 
November 6-7, 2009 

 

WMGS Fall Conference 
GotAncestors?!: Guydes to Genealogical Research 
WMGS will begin its 55th Anniversary celebration with a 
banquet on Friday night.  We will continue the celebration on 
Saturday with a one day seminar with two tracks of three 
classes each. The Genealogy Guys, George G. Morgan and Drew 
Smith will present programs titled, The Genealogist as CSI, Bring 
‘em Back to Life: Developing an Ancestor Profile, Planning a Very 
Successful Genealogical Research Trip, The Family History in Your 
Cells: Using DNA for Genealogical Research, Dear Genealogy Diary: 
Today I Made a Great Discovery and Kicking the Tires of Popular 
Genealogy Software. The last session of the day will be your 
opportunity to be in the audience when George and Drew 
record one of their weekly PodCasts. The banquet and 
conference will be held at the Prince Conference Center at 
Calvin College. Registration details, pricing, menus, schedule 
information and class descriptions will be posted at 
http://www.gotancestors.com/ as the information becomes 
available. 



2009 WMGS Membership List 
 

WMGS is nothing without our Members. Here is the most recent list of those who make us something. Thank 
you to all of our 318 new and renewing Members!  
 

 
Sara Akehi, Grand Rapids, MI 
Evelyn Allerding, Freeport, MI 
Janet Alpert, Holland, MI 
Mary Alt, Marne, MI 
Judith Anderson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Yvonne Aspinall, Freeport, MI 
Bob & Marian Avink, Grandville, MI 
Charlyn Bailey, Ravenna, MI 
Steven Bassett, Plymouth, MI 
Angela Baum, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley Bergman, Plymouth, IN 
Herbert Besemer, Grand Rapids, MI 
Cheryl Bignall, Grand Rapids, MI 
Melissa Bird, Peoria, AZ 
Ronald Blackall, Rome, NY 
Walter Blackmer, Statesville, NC 
Patricia Blood, Ionia, MI 
Karen Blumenshine, Cedar Springs, MI 
Dr. Benjamin J. Boerkoel Sr., 
 Grand Rapids, MI 
Fred Boogaard, Grandville, MI 
Nancy L Borst, Grand Rapids, MI 
Pauline Bosch, Grand Rapids, MI 
Willa Brown, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mary Bruining, Jenison, MI 
Donald S Bryant, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kenneth Buehler, Rio Rancho, NM 
Irene Bultman, Grand Haven, MI 
Valerie Egan Burhans, 
 Grand Rapids, MI 
Janice Burke, Grand Haven, MI 
Robert A Bush, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bruce B Butgereit, Kentwood, MI 
Jean Butler, Walker, MI 
Keith G Calkins, Berrien Springs, MI 
Kathy Campbell, Grand Rapids, MI 
Paula B Carbone, Collinsville, OK 
Sister Michael Ellen Carling, 
 Grand Rapids, MI 
Sherry Carney, Grandeville, MI 
Suzanne Carpenter, Comstock Park, MI 
Gail Chambers, Grand Rapids, MI 
Maurice R Chase Jr., Palo Alto, CA 
Fran Christensen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Lee J Christensen, Comstock Park, MI 
Lisa Christensen, Caledonia, MI 
Gerald M Church, Humble, TX 
James Claffey, Howell, MI 
Kathleen E Coffee, Grand Rapids, MI 
Linda L S Conlon, Grand Rapids, MI 
Rachel Connell, Wyoming, MI 
Betty J Cooper, Kent City, MI 
Katherine M Cornwell, Rockford, MI 
John Cosgrove, Ada, MI 
David R Cosper, Downers Grove, IL 
Allan Couch, Grand Rapids, MI 
Ann Covey, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mary K  Dagley, Grand Rapids, MI 
Dale & Claudette Darling, 
 Comstock Park, MI 

Sharynanne Davey, Rockford, MI 
Dona David, Muskegon, MI 
Claudia S Day, Grand Rapids, MI 
Wyp de Hoop, NM Grou,  
Rob & Kathy Deane, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley DeBoer, CG, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marvel M DeBois, Grand Rapids, MI 
Leona R DeBruyne, Grand Rapids, MI 
Robert DeFer, Chesterfield, MO 
Lillian S DeHart, Dexter, MI 
Lori Demmink, Marne, MI 
Jeanne Dent, Remus, MI 
Tom Dickenson, Ada, MI 
Elda Dickinson, Greenville, MI 
Susan Dietz, Rockford, MI 
Frederick Dolehanty, 
 Rochester Hills, MI 
Sue Dombrowski, Grand Rapids, MI 
Judith L Dood, Byron Center, MI 
Jill C Doty, Beltsville, MD 
Patrick Dougherty, Grandville, MI 
Lorrie Dowling, Wyoming, MI 
Betty J Dunham, Kalkaska, MI 
Martin Dunn, Brooksville, FL 
Ann Ed, Grand Rapids, MI 
James & Frances Eddy, Salem, OR 
Sandra L Einig, Byron Center, MI 
David J Eisen, Mishawaka, IN 
LaRee Ellens, Wyoming, MI 
Maureen Garner Elliott, Royal Oak, MI 
Laurel A Emerson, Richmond, MI 
Gayla J Endahl, Marne, MI 
Christine Evans, Grand Rapids, MI 
Helen Evans, Grandville, MI 
Margaret M Evans, Lansing, IL 
Marlene K Fabbro, Wyoming, MI 
Dennis & Patti Faist, Caledonia, MI 
Mary Farmer, Grand Rapids, MI 
Norma J Fick, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kaye L Fish, Grand Rapids, MI 
David Fitzgerald, West Bloomfield, MI 
Denton W Fitzgerald, Royal Oak, MI 
Steven E Flowers, Pinto, MD 
Shantell Ford, Lowell, MI 
Wenda - Rae Fore, Jenison, MI 
Lori Fox, Portland, MI 
Susan Frasier, Grand Rapids, MI 
Cindy Skiles Frie, Stevensville, MI 
John Frybort, Goshen, IN 
Kenneth R Gackler, Caledonia, MI 
Charles E Gasper, Grand Rapids, MI 
Charles Gates, Lake Worth, FL 
Patricia Gemmen, Allendale, MI 
Noralyn Gillette, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley Goodspeed, Grand Rapids, MI 
Margery (Schuster) Graham, Ada, MI 
Karen Grant, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia H Green, Kentwood, MI 
Lora Greenland, Rockford, MI 
 

Shirley Nason Greenwood, 
 Santa Cruz, CA  
Bill Grinstead, Grand Rapids, MI 
JoAnne K Gulliver, Sugar Land, TX 
Sylvia Gurk, Pierson, MI 
Ruth Gustafson, Spokane, WA 
Nancy Guzzo, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sue Haadsma-Svensson, 
 Indianapolis, IN 
Joan Hansen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia Gruse Harris, Michigan City, IN 
Carolyn Hart, Jenison, MI 
Barbara Hartsuff, Jenison, MI 
Judy Hebert, Grand Rapids, MI 
Arvin Heilman, Holland, MI 
Dorothy Heney, Grand Rapids, MI 
Eleanor M Henze, Grand Rapids, MI 
Larry Herrington, Rockford, MI 
Jane Hesselschwerdt, Grand Rapids, MI 
Megan Heyl, Holland, MI 
Alyce Hole, Rockford, MI 
Ann Hole, Comstock Park, MI 
Graham Hollis, Kalamazoo, MI 
Bobbe Horton, Grand Rapids, MI 
Linda Huffaker, Rockford, MI 
Mary Huizen, Grandville, MI 
Janice K Hulbert, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley Ingraham, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sue Irvine, Grand Rapids, MI 
Thomas E Jarvis III, Grand Rapids, MI 
Janet Jensen, Rockford, MI 
Betty L Johnson, Montague, MI 
Johnie B Johnson, Bath, MI 
Dixie L Johnston, Delton, MI 
Philip Jones, Annapolis, MD 
Henrietta Jordan, Columbus, WI 
Mary Jane Keller, Grand Rapids, MI 
Julaine B Kern, Barryton, MI 
Kay Kiel-Williamson, Wayland, MI 
Beth Kleersnyder, Grand Rapids, MI 
Doris Knight, Grand Rapids, MI 
Howard Koenders, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mindy Koole, Greenville, MI 
Constance Kosakowski, Lewiston, NY 
Carol Kroll, Grand Rapids, MI 
Alan & Jeri Landheer, Jenison, MI 
Mary M Lane, Dearborn, MI 
Kathy Larson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Margaret Laskowski, 
 Comstock Park, MI 
Marlene Leistico, Comstock Park, MI 
Frederick W Leonard, Alto, MI 
Char Livermore, Cedar Springs, MI 
Frank Loveless, Grand Blanc, MI 
Allen Luurtsema, Bellaire, MI 
Margaret Maksymowski, 
 Grand Rapids, MI 
Lynda Manning, Grand Rapids, MI 
Jerilyn Marshall, Cedar Falls, IA 
Barbara Matassa, Lake Grove, NY 



2009 WMGS Membership List 
 

WMGS is nothing without our Members. Here is the most recent list of those who make us something. Thank 
you to all of our 318 new and renewing Members!  
 

 
Marilyn Mazie, Grand Rapids, MI 
Harriet McCarthy, Lansing, MI 
Regina McClurg, Grand Rapids, MI 
Janet McFarland Idema, Wyoming, MI 
Patricia McIntyre, Grand Rapids, MI 
Ronald & Joyce McMichael, 
 Lakeview, MI 
James M Meadows, Three Rivers, MI 
Elaine P Medich, Flushing, MI 
Bernice Meekhof, Grand Rapids, MI 
Susan Merizon, Walker, MI 
Don Meyer, Covington, KY 
Linda Meyer, Grand Rapids, MI 
William Meyer, Wyoming, MI 
John J Miller, Rockford, MI 
Mary Julia Mitchell, Lansing, MI 
Shirley Mitchell-Jones, Three Rivers, MI 
Rita M Modderman, Grand Rapids, MI 
Roger Moffat, Caledonia, MI 
Betty Mollo, Richland, MI 
Helen C Morey, Belmont, MI 
James Moses, Lyons, MI 
Michael L Muilenberg, Amherst, MA 
Ruth Scarlett Muir, Grand Rapids, MI 
Nancy L Myers, Grand Rapids, MI 
Cherie Nagy, Santa Ana, CA 
Paula Naujalis, Grand Rapids, MI 
Phyllis A Neitzel, Wyoming, MI 
John Nelson, Comstock Park, MI 
Virginia Norberg, Grand Rapids, MI 
Eunice O'Connor, Grand Rapids, MI 
MaryAnn Overbey, Caledonia, MI 
Eleanor Palmer, Rockford, MI 
Barbara Parker, Greenville, MI 
Curtis & Jennette Parkhurst, Otsego, MI 
Marjorie L Partridge, Port Angeles, WA 
Sandra Pattok, Hastings, MI 
Kayleen Pawloski, Kentwood, MI 
James C Petersen, Kalamazoo, MI 
Dennilyn Peterson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Loraine Peterson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Diane Phelps, Reed City, MI 
Mary Jane Phillips, Wyoming, MI 
Alice Pickel, Grand Rapids, MI 
Dorotha Simmons Piechocki, 
 Wyoming, MI 
Gloria Porritt, Alto, MI 
Sally Porter, Grand Haven, MI 
Kathryn J Post, Grand Rapids, MI 
Maxine D Postmus, Grand Rapids, MI 
Dorothy M Prince, Grand Rapids, MI 
Carl and Lucinda Puite, 
 Cedar Springs, MI 
Judith M. Pulte, Waterford, MI 
Susan J Rabick, Sparta, MI 
Patrick Rademaker, West Olive, MI 
James E Radja, Vienna, VA 
Betsy Randall, Reed City, MI 
Allan Rau, Rockford, MI 
Lucille A Read, Grand Rapids, MI 

Marilyn Rector, Muskegon, MI 
Irene L Reed, Comstock Park, MI 
Therese Rich, Hudsonville, MI 
Diane M Rider, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia Riley, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mary Jo Robertson, Thousand Oaks, CA 
Anna M Rockwell, Grandville, MI 
Donna J Rogers, Belmont, MI 
Judy Ross, Greenville, MI 
Georgia Sayre Rotter, Holt, MI 
Susan Rydell, Lapeer, MI 
David A Schantz, Kentwood, MI 
Esther Schichtel, Grand Rapids, MI 
Nan Schichtel, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bobbi Schirado, Sparta, MI 
Wanda Schottler, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marcia Schulz, Cedar Springs, MI 
Suzan Schumacher, Wyoming, MI 
Caroline J Shearer, Ada, MI 
Patricia Shearer, Alto, MI 
Marcia L Shears, Grand Rapids, MI 
Brian Shumway, Hastings, MI 
Caroline Sias, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marilyn Simmons, Waterford, MI 
William J Simmons, Grand Rapids, MI 
David Lee and Liz Smith, 
 Grandville, MI 
Janet S Smith, Allegan, MI 
Rebecca Smith, Walker, MI 
Gail M Snow, Ada, MI 
Darlene J Snyder, Comstock Park, MI 
Elaine Snyder, Caledonia, MI 
Arthur G Souter, Cooks, MI 
Mary Southwick, Holland, MI 
Virginia L Staal, Grandville, MI 
Terrence M Start, Grandville, MI 
Eleanor Stegehuis, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia Steinport, Grand Rapids, MI 
Lois Stephens, Grand Rapids, MI   
Elizabeth A Stevens, Greenville, MI 
Catherine M Stoddard, Grandville, MI 
Linda Stoepker, Dorr, MI 
John G Strickland, Battle Creek, MI 
Linda S Struman, Cedar Springs, MI 
Susan E Studabaker, Three Rivers, MI 
Sue Swanlund, Grand Rapids, MI 
Pamela K Swiler, Lake Odessa, MI 
Gertrude A Szudzik, Jenison, MI 
Barbara Termeer, Grand Rapids, MI 
Thomas R Thiell, Ashley, MI 
Coral E Thomas, Clarksville, TN 
Dian Thomas, Ada, MI 
Elizabeth W C Thompson, Holland, MI 
Gerry Thornton, Byron Center, MI 
Elizabeth M Timmer, Grand Rapids, MI 
Denise J Toogood, Coopersville, MI 
Jessica Trotter, Lansing, MI 
Joyce L Van Heulen, Wyoming, MI 
Daniel Van Meurs, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marion VanderVeen, Grand Rapids, MI 

Trenna VanderWoude, Lowell, MI 
Robert & Esther L VanHammen, 
 Honor, MI 
Marjorie VanTuinen, Trufant, MI 
Janet C VanWyck, Alto, MI 
Barbara Vredevoogd, Hudsonville, MI 
Susan Waalkes, Grand Rapids, MI 
Robert B Walsh, Bothell, WA 
Ann Edison Walz, Naperville, IL 
Mary Ann Waslawski, Ada, MI 
Ruth Waybrant, Grand Rapids, MI 
Vera R  Weaver, Grand Rapids, MI 
Johanna Welke, Grand Rapids, MI 
Lynn Wells, Grand Rapids, MI 
Barbara Wenger, Belding, MI 
Patricia Wenzel, Champaign, IL 
Dorris White, Coral, MI 
Jan Williams, Fountain, MI 
Judith Wilson, Walker, MI 
Loyd Winer, Grand Rapids, MI 
James Winslow, Los Angeles, CA 
Gerald L Wisner, Lowell, MI 
JoAnn Wisner, Jenison, MI 
June E Wodarek, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bruce Wyma, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sharon Yentsch, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marilyn Young, Yuma, AZ 
Marjorie Young, Byron Center, MI 
Dana Zamiara, Raleigh, NC 
James Zemaitis-Smith, Hemet, CA 
Julie Ann Zenk, Holland, MI 
Howard A Zollinger, Clarksville, MI 
Margie Zylstra, Hudsonville, MI 

 
Volunteer at Home 

 
WMGS is finishing its index of the 
Kent County Death Records from 
1867 to 1929. We need your help 
in typing this into a database 
using your computer at home. The 
index will appear online at our 
databases site as it is completed. If 
you would like to work on this 
project see Roger Moffat before or 
after the monthly meetings, or 
contact Roger by eMail at 
DataMaster@wmgs.org. See 
http://data.wmgs.org/Projects/
DeathIndex/ for additional 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tidbits 
 

Ionia Co. Genealogical Society Project 
The Ionia County Genealogical Society is looking for 
photographs and short biographies about men and 
women from Ionia County who served during the 
Korean War for their next book, Veterans of the Korean 
Conflict.  
Visit www.migenweb.net/ionia/ICGS/projects.htm for 
more information 

 

WMGS Membership Cards 
You may have noticed that you did not receive a 
membership card this year. To reduce our yearly 
expenses, we have decided to discontinue sending out 
membership cards to our new and renewing members. 
Individuals can check the membership list in this 
newsletter to verify that their membership is current. 
 
 

WMGS Members’ Genealogy 
Don’t forget to visit trees.wmgs.org. Even if you aren’t a 
member of WMGS, you can still search the WMGS 
Members’ Genealogy database for your ancestors. The 
database contains information for over 18,600 
individuals and contact information for the members 
who are researching these individuals. If you are a 
member of WMGS, and you would like to publish your 
genealogy on the internet for free, email your GEDCOM 
file to: DataMaster@wmgs.org. 
 
 

SeekingMichigan.org Hint & Update 
www.SeekingMichigan.org has finished uploading its 
second wave of indexed Michigan death certificates. 
Click on the Look tab, scroll down to the Onward! The 
Million Record March Continues article to see which years 
and counties are now available. They are currently in the 
process of loading the last wave of death certificates. 
Hint: If you are searching for a name with infinite 
spelling combinations, you can reduce the number of 
searches by using the * symbol to replace a letter or 
letters at the end of a name. For example, to search for 
the name Salewski, I clicked on the Seek tab, typed in 
Sal* in the first box, selected “Last Name (Death 
Records)” from the menu on the right, clicked the Search 
button and all of the names beginning with Sal were 
returned.  
 

Olsens in Michigan 
Are you a relative of Carla Christina Hansen (nee 
Olsen), Herta Christina Olsen, Aga Anderson, Christine 
Larsen, Svend A. Olsen, Jens C. Olsen and Emma 
Christiana Olsen (nee Anderson)? Betty Warner has 
birth certificates, death certificates and a family album 
for this family. She would like to give these records to a 
family member. Contact her at the following address if 
you can help: Betty Warner, 4629 Tajo Dr, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93110; phone: (805) 964-2725 or (805) 331-2904; email 
bettywarner@cox.net. 
 
 

About WMGS 
 
The Western Michigan Genealogical Society is 
dedicated to gaining knowledge, preserving 
records and teaching others about genealogy and 
family history. 
 
Membership: An annual membership to WMGS is 
$20 and begins on January 1st of each year. 
Membership benefits include: 10% discount on all 
items at the Sales Table, four issues of Michigana 
per year, free queries in Michigana, free online brick 
wall help and leadership opportunities. Your 
membership to the Western Michigan Genealogical 
Society will also include use of the private files of 
the Society and publication of your genealogy 
online at trees.wmgs.org. 
 
Change of Address: (Temporary or Permanent) If 
you will be permanently moving to a new address 
or going on an extended vacation, please notify 
WMGS before your address change occurs. Be sure 
to include the date your address will change or the 
dates when you will leave and plan to return. 
Email your address change information to the 
Society at: 
 
 membership@wmsg.org 
 
or write to: 
 
 WMGS – Membership 
 Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
 111 Library St NE 
 Grand Rapids  MI  49503-3268 
 
 
 

2009-2010 WMGS Officers 
 
President Don Bryant 
 email: president@wmgs.org 
 

Vice President Marcia Shears 
 email: U08554@hotmail.com 
 Phone: (616) 458-1221 
 

Immediate Past Mindy Koole 
President email: koole2@comcast.net 
 Phone: (616) 691-7986 
 

Treasurer Marlene Fabbro 
 email: mfabbro@sbcglobal.net 
 

Recording Janet Jensen 
Secretary email: JanetJ6990@aol.com 
 Phone: (616) 874-8035 
 

 



 
Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
c/o Grand Rapids Public Library 
111 Library St NE 
Grand Rapids  MI  49503-3268 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cut here and mail with your check 
If you, as a new or renewing member, would be willing and able to hold an office or work on a committee or 
project, WMGS would appreciate your help very much. You may indicate your area of expertise and/or 
interest on this membership form. We will be happy to contact you about your desire to help. Thank you! 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION NEW_________ RENEWAL___________ 
 
 $20 in the USA US$25 Outside the USA 
 
Make checks payable to: Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
 
DATE:   PHONE:   E-MAIL:  
 
NAME:  
 
ADDRESSS:  
 
CITY:   STATE:   ZIP+4:   
 
What is your level of genealogy experience? (circle one): Beginner Intermediate Advanced 
 
Would you like someone to contact you about volunteer opportunities with WMGS? Yes No 
 
Do you use computer software to manage your genealogy?  No Yes   
 list the software you use 
 

Send checks and completed form to: 
WMGS Membership, Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
111 Library St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49503-3268 
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