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This session will explore free Michigan online genealogy resources, including both popular 

and lesser-known sites, as well as effective search strategies for Michigan research. 
 

 
 

Michigan is a state rich with history and a wealth of online genealogical content. 
With the breadth of information available at the large databases, such as FamilySearch, 
Michiganology, and Ancestry, researchers have a dizzying array of online tools and 
resources to choose from.  
 

Yet not all online content will be found at the larger databases and institutional 
sites. Researchers should be prepared to look in several different online destinations to 
find the information needed. Be sure to investigate the local clerk’s office, genealogical or 
historical society, library, or archives, as a growing number of these organizations are 
placing fantastic content online.  

 

Getting Started 
Cyndi’s List: U.S. – Michigan 

cyndislist.com/us/mi  
An excellent starting point.  

 

FamilySearch 
 familysearch.org  
 State of Michigan births, 1867-1902; 

marriages, 1868-1925; deaths, 1867-
1897, 1921-1952; indexes and images 
for many Michigan county records, 
including probate files and marriage 
records. Don’t forget the FamilySearch 
Wiki! 

 
Michigan Genealogical Council 

mimgc.org  

The statewide umbrella organization 
and advocate for local societies and 
genealogy in Michigan, MGC maintains 
an outstanding listing of Michigan 
genealogical and historical societies.  

 

Michiganology 
michiganology.org 
The digital platform of the Archives of 
Michigan, with death records (1897-
1952), state census records (including 
1884-1894), Civil War records, and 
more.  

 
Vital Records 
Beyond the wealth of content available at 
FamilySearch, Ancestry, and 

http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
http://www.michiganology.org/
mailto:archives@michigan.gov
http://www.cyndislist.com/us/mi
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.mimgc.org/
http://www.michiganology.org/
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Michiganology, researchers will find a 
fantastic array of vital records and 
indexes across the web – some of which 
may not be available anywhere else. Be 
sure to check the web sites of the County 
Clerk, local genealogical society, and 
public library in the county and 
geographic area of interest. 
 
Flint Genealogical Society 

flintgenealogy.org   
 
Genesee County Clerk 

gc4me.com/departments/county_cler
ks1/ 
Other Michigan counties with vital 
record indexes include Barry, Branch, 
Clinton, Kent, Macomb, Muskegon, 
Saginaw, and Washtenaw. Start with 
the Clerk’s home page and look for 
their vital records information. 

 

Huron Shores Genealogical Society 
huronshoresgs.org  

 
Wayne County Death Record Index 

https://detroitpubliclibrary.org/resea
rch/burton-historical-
collection/wayne-county-death-
record-index   
An index to Wayne County deaths (not 
including Detroit), covering 1934-
1953.  

 

Newspapers & Obituaries 
Researchers should be prepared to look 
for obituary indexes and newspaper 
content in a number of different places. 
Be sure to check the web sites of the 
genealogical society and local public 
library in the geographic area of interest, 
as well as Google News Archive and the 
Library of Congress. 
 

Detroit Free Press Archives 
freep.newspapers.com   
Although a subscription site, 
researchers can still search the entire 
history of the “Freep” (1831-2021) for 
free to see if any articles may be of 
interest. 

 

Digital Michigan Newspapers 
digmichnews.cmich.edu  

 
Kalamazoo Public Library 

kpl.gov  
An excellent example of an ongoing 
retroactive index. Dozens of other 
Michigan newspaper and obituary 
indexes exist across the web for other 
Michigan communities, including 
Battle Creek, Brighton, Charlevoix, 
Chelsea, Grand Haven, Isabella County, 
Macomb County, Saginaw, Sault Ste. 
Marie, and Stockbridge. 

 
Loutit District Library, Grand Haven 

loutitlibrary.org/local-history-
genealogy  

 
Northville District Library 

northvillehistory.org/keyword.html  
Issues of the Northville Record from 
1865-2020. Other huge runs of local 
newspapers available online at other 
sites include the Cass City Chronicle, 
Farmington Observer, Grosse Pointe 
News, and more. 

 
Western Michigan Genealogical 
Society Databases 

data.wmgs.org 
Among the outstanding collection of 
WMGS databases is the exemplary 
Grand Rapids newspaper index from 
1910 to present. 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
http://www.michiganology.org/
mailto:archives@michigan.gov
http://flintgenealogy.org/
https://www.gc4me.com/departments/county_clerks1/
https://www.gc4me.com/departments/county_clerks1/
http://huronshoresgs.org/
https://detroitpubliclibrary.org/research/burton-historical-collection/wayne-county-death-record-index
https://detroitpubliclibrary.org/research/burton-historical-collection/wayne-county-death-record-index
https://detroitpubliclibrary.org/research/burton-historical-collection/wayne-county-death-record-index
https://detroitpubliclibrary.org/research/burton-historical-collection/wayne-county-death-record-index
http://freep.newspapers.com/
https://digmichnews.cmich.edu/
http://www.kpl.gov/
http://loutitlibrary.org/local-history-genealogy
http://loutitlibrary.org/local-history-genealogy
http://www.northvillehistory.org/keyword.html
http://www.data.wmgs.org/
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History 
Beyond the digital archive collections 
at Internet Archive (archive.org) and 
HathiTrust (hathitrust.org), there are 
a number of excellent state-specific 
Michigan historical collections.  

 
Detroit Public Library Digital 
Collections 

digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.
org 
Images from the collections of the 
Burton Historical Collection at the 
Detroit Public Library. 

 
Keweenaw Digital Archives 

digarch.lib.mtu.edu 
Images from the collections of the 
Michigan Technological University 
Archives & Copper Country Historical 
Collections in Houghton.  

 
Making of Modern Michigan 
 mmm.lib.msu.edu  

A collection of local history materials 
and images from communities across 
the state. 

 
Michigan Biographical Index 

michlist.com  
An every-name index (more than 4.4 
million citations!) to hundreds of 
Michigan historical and genealogical 
publications.  

 
Michigan County Histories 

quod.lib.umich.edu/m/micounty  
Full text searchable collection of 400+ 
digitized Michigan local histories and 
atlases. 

 

Michigan Memories 
michmemories.org  

 

Michigan Pioneer Records  
https://icgsweb.org/cpage.php?pt=14 
Every-name index to the 37-volume 
set of early Michigan pioneer families, 
courtesy of the Ingham County 
Genealogical Society.  

 
Virtual Motor City 
 digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne

:collectionvmc 
Images from the photograph files of 
the Detroit News, courtesy of the 
Walter P. Reuther Library at Wayne 
State University. 

 

Military 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, Department of Michigan 
 suvcwmi.org  

An outstanding graves registration 
database and a listing of GAR posts 
and locations. 

 
War of 1812 Pension Application 
Files 

fold3.com 
 

Cemeteries 
Online cemetery research is more than 
just Findagrave, be sure to look for the 
cemetery’s web site, local genealogical 
society, and/or local public library.  
 
City of Saginaw Cemetery Search 

saginaw-
mi.com/departments/public_services
/cemeteries/ 
Index to the three City of Saginaw 
cemeteries (Brady Hill, Forest Lawn, 
and Oakwood), with a link to the 
cemetery map and burial location. 

 
Greenwood Cemetery 

http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
http://www.michiganology.org/
mailto:archives@michigan.gov
https://archive.org/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
http://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/
http://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/
http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu/
http://mmm.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.michlist.com/
http://www.quod.lib.umich.edu/m/micounty
https://michmemories.org/
https://icgsweb.org/cpage.php?pt=14
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:collectionvmc
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/item/wayne:collectionvmc
http://www.suvcwmi.org/
https://go.fold3.com/1812pensions
https://www.saginaw-mi.com/departments/public_services/cemeteries/
https://www.saginaw-mi.com/departments/public_services/cemeteries/
https://www.saginaw-mi.com/departments/public_services/cemeteries/
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gwood.us 
Searchable database of burials for the 
large cemetery in Petoskey.   

 
Mt. Elliott Cemetery Association 

mtelliott.com/genealogy  
Searchable database of burials for 
Mount Elliott (Detroit), Mount Olivet 
(Detroit), Resurrection (Clinton Twp.), 
and All Saints (Waterford) Cemeteries.  

 

Land 
Atlas of Historical County 
Boundaries: Michigan 

publications.newberry.org/ahcbp   
 

Bureau of Land Management (GLO) 
 glorecords.blm.gov  
 Land patents documenting the 

transfer of property from the U.S. 
government to an individual. 

 

Archives & Libraries 
Archives of Michigan  

michigan.gov/archivesofmi  
 
Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan 

bentley.umich.edu  
 

Burton Historical Collection, Detroit 
Public Library 

detroitpubliclibrary.org/research/bur
ton-historical-collection 

 
Clarke Historical Library, Central 
Michigan University 

clarke.cmich.edu  
 
Grand Rapids Public Library: Grand 
Rapids History Center 

grpl.org/research/history/ 

 

Library of Michigan 
michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan  

 

Michigan Technological University 
Archives & Copper Country 
Historical Collections 

lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives   
 
Public Libraries of Saginaw 

saginawlibrary.org  
 

Western Michigan University 
Archives & Regional History 
Collections 

wmich.edu/library/collections/archiv
es   

 

Odds & Ends 
Michigan Masons: Deaths 

genealogykris.com/mich-masons-
deaths  
Index to more than 20,000 Michigan 
Masonic deaths from 1930-1939.  

 
Michigan Naturalization Indexes 
 https://web.archive.org/web/201904

15165020/http://seekingmichigan.or
g/about/indexes 
These naturalization indexes, 
previously available at Seeking 
Michigan, will soon be posted again at 
the Archives of Michigan’s 
michigan.gov page, along with the 
popular Michigan county guides. 
Indexes to nearly 35 counties from the 
Archives of Michigan’s collections. 

 
Saginaw City Directories 

biblioboard.com/module/saginaw-
city-directories 
Directories from 1866-1936.
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