
 

  

Upcoming Membership Meetings                                                     
We meet at 1:30 p.m. in the Ryerson Auditorium of the Grand Rapids Public Library on the first Saturday of 

the month, September through June. Should the first Saturday fall on a holiday weekend, another day will be 

scheduled. Unless a special program, each meeting has a one-hour lecture on a genealogy related subject by a 

knowledgeable speaker. Books and charts are sold at our meetings and a "Hospitality Hour" follows.                     

All meetings are free and open to the public.  

WMGS                                                              

Newsletter                  

January/February 
2018 

Saturday, January 6, 2018                                                       
Membership meeting                                                         

1:30 p.m. 

Topic: The Wives (and Lives) of Early  
Dutch Pastors 

 
Presenter: Janet Sheeres 

 
The Christian Reformed Church in North America was 
founded in 1857, and is headquartered in Grand Rap-
ids.  The lives of its pastors have been well document-
ed and written about.  However, the stories of the wives 
of these pastors have been sadly ignored in the history 
writings of the church. In her recently published book 
“For Better For Worse”, Janet Sheeres has brought 
some of these women out of obscurity and describes 
their challenges and living conditions. Many of these 
stories played out in Grand Rapids and West Michigan. 

 
Janet Sjaarda Sheeres is an 
independent scholar, genealo-
gist, and freelance author who 
researches and writes on the 
subject of family, church, and 
Dutch emigration and immigra-
tion history.  Since she began 
writing about thirty years ago 
she has published three books, 
over 70 articles in various na-
tional and international histori-
cal and genealogical journals. 

Janet was born in the Netherlands, speaks fluent 
Dutch. 

Saturday, February 3, 2018                                                       
Membership meeting                                                               

1:30 p.m. 

Topic: Uncovering Your African American          
Genealogist Treasure Trove Hiding in the Attic 

 

Presenter:  Janis Minor Forté 

African Americans often think they don't have any ge-
nealogical or family history information to begin their 
research. This lecture is 
designed to dispel that 
myth by presenting an 
array of strategies, meth-
ods and techniques to 
research forward. At the 
completion of this lecture 
the participant will have 
developed an apprecia-
tion of his/her historical 
past and the vast array of 
ancestral, artifacts, heir-
looms, family memorabilia 
and other treasures.                                        
 
Janis Minor Forté is a genealogist, writer and lecturer 
who has received awards and citations for her re-
search achievements. The granddaughter of a slave, 
Forté has been researching the history of her family 
since the late 1970s. Using a compilation of traditional 
and non-traditional sources, she has successfully 
traced her maternal ancestors to 1754; and her pater-
nal ancestors to 1810 and has documented one line 
of her family to the African Island of Madagascar. 
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Registration is now open for the National Genealogical So-
ciety’s fortieth annual Family History Conference, Paths to 
Your Past, which will be held 2–5 May 2018 at the DeVos 

Place Convention Center in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

To register on or after 1 December 2017, visit the NGS 
website and complete the online registration form.                      
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/program/ 

To Volunteer during the conference, you can signup here:  
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/volunteer/ 

Questions about volunteering? 
email: NGShelpers@wmgs.org  

(the local WMGS volunteer coordinators) 

 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 

Genealogy Mini-Class  
12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 
Topic: Document Detective  

 
Presenter: Linda Guth 

 
Documents can be helpful in giving us clues about our an-
cestor.  Let’s search these resources to discover what infor-
mation they give us.  
 
Location: GRPL, Adult Computer Training Center, lower 
level.  

 
Saturday, February 3, 2018 

Genealogy Mini-Class  
12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Topic: Genealogy Gift Ideas     

Presenter:  Linda Guth 

Slide show during lunch (Noon – 1:00PM) – not a for-
mal class.  This video features some of our most be-
loved and popular trends, showing how black fashion 
evolved since the 1920s with iconic styles inspired by 
jazz, Motown and hip-hop.  It also provides a look back 
through black history using the lens of fashion. 

Location: VanderVeen Room, GRPL 

GENEALOGY CLASS 

 

Tuesday, January 16, 6:30 p.m.— 8:30 p.m. 

 

How Swede It Is! 
 
 
Do you have a Swedish ancestor in your family wood-
pile? Come and learn about Sweden, why your ances-
tor left, and how to find them again in the Swedish 
church records. Discover not only birth, marriage, and 
death records, but also estate inventories, military ser-
vice, and land maps to tell the story of your ancestor’s 
life in Sweden. 
 
Instructor:  Jill Reider   
 
Location: VanderVeen Room – Grand Rapids Public 
Library 
 
 
 

Annual Bus Trip ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

Join KVGS for a day of genealogy research 

The annual bus trip to the Allen County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, sponsored by Kalamazoo     

Valley Genealogical Society (KVGS),  will be on Saturday, March 17, 

2018 (No refunds after March 3, 2018)  

 

COST: $35.00 per person for bus, not meals  

For more information please see the KVGS Website: www.mikvgs.org  

http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/register/
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/program/
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/volunteer/
mailto:NGShelpers@wmgs.org
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Black Family History Series 

February 3, 10, 17 and 24, 2018 

**Co-sponsored by WMGS** 
 

Program title: Black Family History classes                                                                                                                      

Saturday, Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24, 10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 An interest and knowledge of your family's ancestors is a common question for most American families. What parent or 
grandparent hasn't had a child ask about the family history, where they came from, what was their job, how did they meet 
their spouse?  While these are universal questions it can be challenging to find the answers. This is especially true for Afri-
can Americans interested in their family history. Join us during Black History Month for a series of workshops that will feature 
local and regional speakers and offer an opportunity to connect with others around your family history.  

Registration is not required, however lunch will be provided if you RSVP to rsvp@grpl.org. 

All workshops will be held in the VanderVeen Center except for the 1:30 program on February 3 (auditorium.) 

SCHEDULE 

Saturday, February 3                                                

10:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.: Why Genealogy? An Intro to Researching Your African American Ancestry - Janis Forte                             
1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.: Uncovering your African American Genealogical Treasure Trove Hiding in the Attic - Janis Forte
(WMGS Monthly meeting and mini-class) 

 

Saturday, February 10                                                                                                                                                     

10:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.: Even gangsters had to register: WWI draft cards and selected service - Janis Forte                    
World War I Draft Registration cards reveal more than just basic identifying information of eligible men. Following registra-
tion, men completed a form with hundreds of questions. Janis Minor Forte will examine the development of identifying infor-
mation on these cards and the path the cards lead to other Selective Service System records, including men identified as 
delinquent and/or deserters, along with classification ilsts and community based local board systems. 

1:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.: Freedmen's Bureau - Janis Forte                                                                                                         
Janis Minor Forte will talk about the Bureau of Refugee, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands records, which provide an array of 
information on the individual, personal, family and social life style of post-Civil War societies. The local governmental, eco-
nomic and social network of the community is revealed in these records, as well as family groups and kinships of those lost 
or sold in slavery. African American researchers learning to use these records will discover a treasure trove of genealogical, 
economic and social information.  

 

Saturday, February 17                                                                                                                                                     

10:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.: Schedules, wills and probate - Linda Guth                                                                                       
This class will explore schedules of the U.S. census, specifically the agricultural and slaves schedules. The class will also 
look at wills and probate records to talk about the role they play in black families.                                                                                                      

1:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.: The census: how to use it and track family members - Linda Guth                                                      
This class will look at how to use U.S. Federal census records to find information on African American ancestors. 

 

Saturday, February 24                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
10:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.: The ABCs of DNA - Jessica Trotter                                                                                                
What can DNA testing tell you? What test should you take? What does it all mean? DNA testing can be a powerful tool to 
wield in your genealogy toolkit. Librarian and genealogist Jessica Trotter will offer a beginners' overview on tests, testing 
companies and how you can use your results.       

1:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.: African Americans in GR, Pre Civil War and Post Slavery - Cynthia Bailey and Ruth VanStee          
Cynthia Bailey and Ruth VanStee will introduce Grand Rapids African Americans and highlight individual stories. You’ll learn 
about civil rights leaders in Grand Rapids long before Dr. King began his work, the early community leaders, church organiz-
ers, businessmen and women leaders of social welfare efforts. The talk will also highlight various sources available at the 
Grand Rapids Public Library which you can use to tell your ancestors’ stories.   
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Do you know of something that our members 
need to know and/or would be interested in 

knowing? Send your information to: 

talkingtree@wmgs.org  

The editors of the WMGS newsletter and the 
WMGS quarterly, the publicity chairperson, the      
website and database managers, the WMGS presi-
dent — and more — will receive the information. 
So you don’t have to wonder who to contact, just 

send it to: talkingtree@wmgs.org 

DNA Interest Group (DIG) 
 

Formed in 2015, the Western Michigan Genealogical 
Society's DNA Interest Group (DIG) meets on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month in the Grand Rapids Public 
Library's VanderVeen Center on the 4th floor. Meetings 
are held at 7:00 p.m.  The group discusses the use of Y
-DNA (male) and mtDNA (mitochondrial—female) and 
autosomal DNA (atDNA) tests and their relationship to 
family history research.  

Questions, comments, or program suggestions are  
welcome. Please contact:  

Roger Moffat-  

DataMaster@wmgs.org 

 

 

 

 

Regarding the WMGS Newsletter 

Reminder:  The WMGS newsletter is now digital.  

We will be sending out a link to the latest news-

letter to our members to access online.  The 

online version can be downloaded and is in col-

or.  You can still receive a paper copy of the 

newsletter by opting in.  To do this contact us at 

“membership@wmgs.org” or by US mail to 

WMGS - Membership, c/o GRPL, 111 Library St 

NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.   

Volunteer Opportunity 

Putting together the WMGS quarter-
ly, Michigana, is made up of many pieces and 
parts. They can be fun as well as education-
al.   We have opportunities for people to get 
involved.  You are invited to join the fun! 

 Conduct interviews and write up the col-
umn for “Our Extended Family” 

 Put together “News and Notes” with inter-
esting bits about genealogy/family history 
to keep our members informed about new 
sources of research 

 
 Contact/find column writers and help get 

the columns ready for publication (includes 
Library Notes, Book Notes, News and 
Notes, and more) 

 
 Help develop new columns  
 
 Prepare images for publication 
 

Don’t forget to “like” and follow 

WMGS on Facebook  

Find us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/

wmgs.org/ 

 

mailto:talkingtree@wmgs.org
mailto:talkingtree@wmgs.org
mailto:DataMaster@wmgs.org
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Traditions often enrich and strengthen family bonds and create fond memories. Whether they are stories, activities, or      

beliefs handed down from generation to generation, it’s important to preserve your family traditions for future genera-

tions. WMGS encourages you to write about one of your family’s traditions. They may occur daily, weekly, monthly or 

yearly, and revolve around military, holidays, or other special occasions. Some may be humorous or unusual.  

Traditions may or may not be genealogical facts, but often provide important research clues. You may choose to     

describe how a Family Tradition assisted in your research, how you determined when and how the tradition began, or 

whether the tradition is based on true information or was created to teach or convince. 

We would love to hear your story. Write it up and enter the 2018 writing contest!  

WMGS has worked for over 60 years to educate researchers in evaluating and citing sources. Your story  may inspire 

 someone else to use new research techniques or discover a unique resource. The 2018 Writing Contest will 

 recognize unpublished excellent genealogical writing by awarding substantial prizes. Prize winning entries will 

 be published in Michigana. Like all submissions to Michigana, entries will be thoroughly edited before           

 publication. Information about submitting any article to Michigana can also be found in the latest issue of   

 Michigana, or at wmgs.org.  

Rules:  Eligibility: All family historians and genealogists, except the Michigana Editor and judges, are invited to submit 

 their favorite story for the contest. There is no entry fee and membership in WMGS is not required.  

 

Deadline: Entries will be accepted between January 1 & March 15, 2018.  

 

Length: Stories should be between 1,500 and 3,000 words in length. Please cite your sources by using endnotes, and 

 attach copies of documentation when appropriate. Family group sheets and pedigree charts should be        

 included if pertinent. Neither documentation nor charts will be included in the word count.  

Formats: Email your entry in iPages, Microsoft Word, or as a PDF.                                                                     

** IMPORTANT: Send photographs or graphics separately as 300 dpi tiff or jpeg files.                                                                         

Email your submission to michigana@wmgs.org or ruthgen@gmail.com                                                                                                 

with “Michigana Contest 2018” written in the Subject Line.  

Identification: Include the story title, your name, your mailing address, phone number, and approximate word count. 

 This information will only be used to identify and notify the winners.  

Notification: Contest winners will be announced at the May 2018 Membership Meeting and in the next available issue 

 of Michigana. Winners do not have to be present to win. Prize winning articles will be published in future issues 

 of Michigana. By submitting articles, authors are giving WMGS one time print and digital rights; copyright  is 

 retained by the author. Entries may not have been previously published.  All prizes may not be awarded.  

The prizes: 1st prize: $100 and 1 annual WMGS membership (total value - $120); 2nd prize: $75 and 1 annual WMGS 

membership (total value - $95); 3rd prize: $50; 4th prize: $25  

Need help? The WMGS Writers Group meets the third Tuesday of the month and we would love to help you 

 make your story the best that it can be. For information about location, time, and directions go to: 

 www.wmgs.org  

2018 WMGS Writing Contest 

~Family Traditions ~ 
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9:30 a.m.—10:15 a.m. 
Welcome to the Madison 
Square 
Don Bryant 
Sponsored by the Western 
MI Genealogical Society 
While researching his church's 
first hundred years for This Far 
by Faith: The Unfinished Story 
of Madison Square Church 
(2017), Don Bryant discovered 
surprising connections among 
people, organizations, and 
events that characterize the Grand Rapids neighborhood in 
which the church was planted in 1914. As the first business 
district outside downtown, the Square's long history provides 
fodder for compelling looks at the area’s past; and Bryant illus-
trates why knowing local history can impact the present and 
how it can connect to one's family background.  
 
10:30 a.m.—11:15 a.m. 
Elective Detectives & Crowdsourcing GR Women’s History 
Julia Bouwkamp & Jo Ellyn Clarey 
Sponsored by the Greater Grand Rapids Women’s History 
Council & Grand Rapids City Archives 
The historical charting of Grand Rapids women's runs for pub-
lic office beginning in 1887 is upending conventional wisdom 
and offering surprises about dates, the numbers of races, and 
the identities of losers. This unique historical accounting hopes 
to inspire other cities to create elective histories. Julia 
Bouwkamp and Jo Ellyn Clarey will report that now Her Hat 
Was in the Ring, a national crowdsourcing project, has invited 
local researchers to share their data with the world.    
 
11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 
Marking History: State Historical Markers in Grand Rapids 
Jeff Neumann   
Sponsored by the Grand Rapids Historical Commission 
Located around Michigan are over 1700 historical markers that 
tell the story of the state and its people. Each and every one of 
them provides a wonderful reminder of our history and offers  
insights about where we are headed. Fifty of the historical site 
markers are located in Kent County, both in and around Grand 
Rapids. We will take a virtual tour to seek out and highlight 
these hidden gems.  
 
1:00 p.m.— 1:45 p.m. 
African Americans in Early Grand Rapids 
Ruth Van Stee 
Sponsored by the Grand Rapids Historical Society & 
Kutsche Office of Local History at GVSU 
From 1850 to 1920 African Americans in Grand Rapids were a 
steady 1% of the city’s rapidly growing population. Ruth Van 
Stee will present on the vibrant community’s broader popula-
tion before providing snapshots of business, cultural, and politi-
cal leaders. She will also discuss how she explored some of 
her examples: a wealthy business man; a women's club lead-
er; and a citizen serving with the YMCA overseas during WWI.  

2:00 p.m.—2:45 p.m. 
Dress Discoveries: Fashion 
and the Voigt Family 
Andrea Melvin 
Sponsored by the Grand  
Rapids Public Museum 
Peer into the incredible closet of 
a prominent Grand   Rapids en-
trepreneurial family, the Voigts. 
The collection of over 600 items 
of personal dress date from the 
1890s through the 1970s 
and include pieces rarely ap-

pearing in museum collections, particularly the active 
wear and clothing worn privately in the home. The 
garments will be used to explore the fashion, culture 
and society of Grand Rapids from the Victorian Era 
to the middle of the twentieth century and help 
weave together the personal stories of the Voigt fam-
ily, Carl and Elizabeth, their six children, and extend-
ed family.   
 
3:00 p.m.—3:45 p.m. 
The North End Gets a Name 
Michael Page 
Sponsored by the Grand Rapids Public Library 
Through day-to-day accounts in Loren M. Page’s      
journal, kept from 1847 to 1852, get a peek at life at 
the “north-end” of early Grand Rapids, now the 
Creston neighborhood. Accounts in the diary provide 
a detailed and personal look at upper and lower 
class life in the young city, and will be supplemented 
by photographs and maps. Recently donated to the 
library archives, the journal recounts Page’s travels 
from Grand Rapids to Ontario and Sacramento, as 
well as the long-time investment of the Page family in 
the Creston neighborhood for the last 70 years. 

Lunch – Reserve ahead of time! 
12:15 p.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Boxed lunches are $10 and must be ordered in    
advance. Choose a turkey, ham or vegetarian     
sandwich (or make any of these gluten-free). Also 
included in the lunches are a fruit cup, pasta salad, 
cookie, condiments and bottled water. Pop will be 
available for an additional $1.00. 
 
To reserve a lunch, call 616.988.5492 or email 
rsvp@grpl.org by 5:00 PM on Monday, January 
10. Cash payment is due at the event. 
 
Lunches by Cherry Deli; afternoon cookies by       
Lomonaco Sicilian Cookies. 
 
Parking 
Limited parking is available in the Library parking lot 
and is free with a validated parking lot ticket 

HISTORY DETECTIVES—SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2018                 
WMGS is proud to be a sponsor of this award-winning annual program at the Grand Rapids Public Library.   

mailto:rsvp@grpl.org
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Membership Application 

NEW________________ RENEWAL________________ 

   $20 in the US  $25 outside the USA 

   Membership begins January 1 and ends December 31 

 

DATE:_________________ PHONE: ______________________ EMAIL:____________________________________ 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY:___________________________________ STATE:____________________ ZIP+4_______________________ 

What is your level of genealogy experience” (circle one): Beginner Intermediate Advanced 

Would you like someone to contact you about volunteer opportunities with WMGS? Yes No 

Would you like to donate to WMGS?   Yes    No If yes, Amount: _____________________________ 

Make checks payable to WMGS, Send checks and completed form to: 

     WMGS Membership, Western Michigan Genealogical Society                  

     c/o Grand Rapids Public Library     

     111 Library St. NE       

     Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268      

WMGS WRITERS GROUP     

This group meets the THIRD TUESDAY every month from 1:30 to about 3:45 p.m. at the Dominican Center. 

The Writers Group holds supportive meetings for everyone who wants to learn more about organizing and 
writing family history. We take time to informally discuss questions relevant to each person’s work, provide 
helpful, non-judgmental feedback on current or on-going writing projects, discover new research techniques, 
and have fun making new friends. 

Genealogy is more than “names and dates.” An ancestor’s story or a personal memory are even more fasci-
nating and enlightening. But some genealogists don’t know how to begin, while others just need a deadline to 
kick start their creative juices. The Writers Group can fulfill both of these needs.  Genealogy is more than 
“names and dates.” An ancestor’s story or a personal memory are even more fascinating and enlightening. 
But some genealogists don’t know how to begin, while others just need a deadline to kick start their creative 
juices. The Writers Group can fulfill both of these needs.                                  

Upcoming Writing Topics:                                                                                                                               

Jan. 16:  Family Reunion Memories—formal or informal, time of year, activities, what did you enjoy?                           

February 20:   Dealing with Michigan's winters—in the past or today  

PLANNING ON ATTENDING? Those who attend are encouraged to bring several copies of a Work-In-Progress 
(WIP), but it’s certainly not a requirement and everyone is invited to participate in the discussion. Members 
include those who are just starting to write and others who have been working on their genealogy for some 
time. Everyone is welcome - newbies with fresh ideas, and seasoned vets whose pens have been in the 
trenches for some time.   

If you plan to attend, please let Sister Michael Ellen Carling know you will be there. Call her at 616-514-3231 
(home), or 616-514-3340 (office) and her email address is mecarling@grdominicans.org.  

mailto:mecarling@grdominicans.org
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

About WMGS 

The Western Michigan Genealogical Society is a dedicated to gaining knowledge, preserving records and teaching 

others about genealogy and family history. 

Membership:  An annual membership to WMGS is $20 and begins on January 1st of each year.  Membership benefits 

include: 10% discount on all items at the sales table, four issues of Michigana per year, free queries in Michigana, free 

online brick wall help and leadership[ opportunities.  Your membership in the Western Michigan Genealogical Society 

will also include use of the private files of the Society and publication of your genealogy online at trees.wmgs.org 

Change of Address: (Temporary or Permanent) If you will be permanently moving to a new address or going on an 

extended vacation, please notify WMGS before your address change occurs.  Be sure to include the date your address 

will change or the dates when you will leave and plan to return.  Email your address change information to the Society 

at membership@wmgs.org or write to:  WMGS—Membership, c/o GRPL, Western Michigan Genealogical Society, 111 

Library St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268. 

WMGS Contact Information                                                        

President—Mindy Koole     Michigana Editor—Ruth Waybrant                                                                
president@wmgs.org      Michigana@wmgs.org                                                                              
Phone (616) 719-3429 

VP– Marcia Shears         Newsletter Editor—Jessica Riley                                                    
U08554@hotmail.com  jessica629@hotmail.com 

Secretary—Eileen Schmuker  Publicity Chairman—Denise Fedko                                                                        
divamom3849@gmail.com dhfed@yahoo.com 

Treasurer—Mark Timmer             Past President—Don Bryant                      
mark.timmer@centurytel.net webmaster@wmgs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
WMGS                                                                                           
c/o Grand Rapids Public Library                                                      
111 Library St. NE                                                                       

Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268 

      _____________________________________________________________ 


